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Sports Day 2007

Kowloon Tsai Sports Days Review:

After one and a half days of competi-
tion, on 14™ & 16™ Feb, the whole
school inter house athletics competition
came to its conclusion with Rowell re-
taining its trophy. Yet again the familiar
chant of “R U ROWELL ENOUGH!”
echoed around the stands. It was a
truly spectacular event, with many new
athletic records achieved and participa-
tion levels improved throughout each
year band. Following on from last
year's new dimension of crowd partici-
pation, the house dances staged in
each of the designated areas were
choreographed fantastically well. It is
therefore appropriate to mention all
senior student House Captains who
advertised, organised, cajoled and led
by example so admirably for their
houses. Well done to all. The school
would also like to take this opportunity
to extend its thanks to all staff mem-
bers for their support and efforts on §&
each of the sports days, particularly to s
staff who are leaving and retiring. We |

would like to offer our appreciation to
all and make a special mention to
Roger Muscroft, Jim Rowark and Bob
Allinson, who between them have con-
tributed to over 100 KGV Sports Days.
We look forward to the next event and
wish the best of luck to those athletes
selected to represent KGV in the
HKSSF Division 1 Athletics.

Charlie Riding &




Volume 9, Issue 3 Page 3

A Day in the life of the School Principal, March 6 ™ 2007

| always like to jump out of bed at 6.00am and eat my
healthy breakfast in front of the news on the TV before pre-
paring to leave for work at 6.50am. | drive via Ma On Shan
so | can drop my wife at Renaissance College on the way.
This morning | had a 7.30 meeting with the Senior Leader-
ship Team (Mr Bradford, Mr Edwards, Ms Thomas, Ms Howl-
ing and Mrs Hill) and the three Heads of School (Mr Schulz,
Mrs Renshaw and Mrs Rowark). We discussed plans for
some developmental work they would like to complete and
arrangements for the start of the next school year. We also
discussed budget concerns and the need to open the school
for new Admissions and how we would manage this process.
At 7.55 the meeting ended and | had to talk through an ur- §
gent staffing issue with two colleagues. This finished just in [
time for me to register 10E to cover for their absent Tutor. |
really valued this opportunity to spend some time talking and
joking with the students. | nagged them about selling their
Karnival raffle tickets and told them how important this is.

The early part of the morning was then spent on various
tasks associated with a full Inbox (I usually receive between
50 and 100 emails per day). There was correspondence with
ESF on various staffing and planning issues, | wrote to the
successful MUN team to thank them for their work, com- =
pleted Minutes of last night's Staff Meeting, began to draft
this letter, had informal meetings with several different col-
leagues and tried to find time to arrange a dental appointment. | just about made it in time to walk around the
school at breaktime and go into the staffroom for more informal chats. | was really pleased to hear that the
HKAYP expedition had, once again, been a great success.

My senior colleagues and | do “walkabout” each week. 1 fit mine around other engagements so | wandered
around the school during period 3. | had a good chat with some students in the Learning Support Centre and
ended up at a GCSE Drama Production at 11.30. This was another exciting performance and set me up for
some more paperwork and a hurried lunch while sat at my computer before getting changed to go out onto the
field to play football in the Mini World Cup for my mighty orange shirted team. We won again, of course !

Rather sweatily | returned to my office for more paperwork and correspondence before a 3.30 meeting about
site improvements for the summer with Ms Melvin and colleagues from ESFCentre. Unfortunately, this meant
that | once again missed my Chinese lesson. At 5.30 | met with Mike Dowie (our Chairman of School Council)
and Lena Chan (Chair of PTSA) to talk through current events at school and then Mike and | had a meeting
about Alumni links with another colleague from ESF.

After 7.00 | drove home for dinner and a shower. It was interesting to catch up with what my wife and son had
done during the day but I tried not to talk too much about my day. It was a fairly typical day at KGV and | need
to be in bed by 10.00 to be fresh for what tomorrow will bring. One of the best things about being a Principal
is that you can never predict what is going to happen next !

5@,\)&1@

Ed Wickins
School Principal &
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Obituary
Alec James Reeve

1927-2007

Principal King George V School 1969-1975

Alec was born in Sheffield, England on February 9"

1927. Alec was trained in Philosophy and Theology,
attending Strawberry Hill Teachers Training College in
Twickenham, London and then started teaching in Lon-
don. At the same time as teaching he studied a degree
in History. He returned to Sheffield and taught at a sec-
ondary modern — St Oswalds, where he also became
choirmaster.

With a growing family, he decided to seek a job over-
seas and he commenced teaching at KGV in 1957. He
made an immediate impact on just about every area of
school life. It was not the most auspicious of starts; one
week in and he was taken ill, spending the next six
weeks in Kowloon hospital with a stomach abcess. Alec
was a fine footballer and he soon became involved in
soccer, boxing, hockey and cricket. He started The
“Friday Club”, a monthly Friday night social club and
also led the Debating Society and Expeditions.

Before he became Principal, Alec served the school as
Senior History Master, Senior Master and Acting Princi-
pal. The impact that Alec had on the school is perhaps
best summed up by the various emails that KGV Alumni
sent to Mark Reeve, Alec’s eldest son:

“Mr Reeve personified KGV..... a charming headmaster
who inspired respect, pride and responsibility.” Tomoko
Suroka

“He had just the right approach as a headmaster — terri-
fyingly fierce with his hawkish features and piercing
eyes, then gentle, compassionate and understanding
with such a twinkling sense of fun.” Jenny Partridge

“He was a very special person and had a profound im-
pact on me. | would rank Alec as one of the very few
who changed the way | viewed the world.” Ron Park

“A man of humour...sensitivity.... discipline and passion
for his craft.....I will never forget his smiling face.” John
Wall

“KGV and Alec Reeve are inseparable memories.”
Charles Chang

“He was a man who made a huge positive impact on my
school life. KGV is very unique and very special... and
Alec was the reason it was so special. His brand of
leadership shaped the way the school projected its im-
age to us and our parents.” Sally Timberlake (nee Par-
tridge)

When Alec left KGV he entered the Hong Kong Civil
Service as Deputy Chief Inspector of Schools, then Prin-

cipal Education Officer and finally from August 1979 to

1982, Assistant Director of Schools. However he was
desperate to get back into teaching and on “retirement”
went to the Hang Seng School of Commerce to teach
his passions of English and History. Later in life he used
to visit Stanley Prison once a week to teach adults.

| had the pleasure of meeting Alec only once, at my first
KGV Speech Day. | remember his passion for the
school and the interest in the range of activities that stu-
dents are undertaking. The Guest Speaker, Markus
Shaw, (Chair of the World Wildlife Fund, Hong Kong and
also KGV Alumni) referred to him in his speech. His
wife, Barbara, persuaded him to stand and the warmth
of applause that he received will be my abiding memory.

Alec James Reeve — a man that made such an indelible
mark on so many people.

Alec is survived by his wife Barbara, who was a KGV
student and his four sons Mark, Paul, Dermot and Philip.

Arnett Edwards, Deputy Principal &
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ESF Orchestra & Choir

This year's ESF Orchestra & Choir

had a strong KGV presence. All of the
rehearsals took place at our school, Mr
Hur & Mr Haggarty conducted the en-
sembles and the majority (slightly over
50%) of the performers were from
KGV.

Rehearsals had to take place prior to
and after Christmas because City Hall
was only available to host this annual
event on a single date in mid-February.

Despite this logistical problem the chil-
dren involved gave a great account of
themselves. The ESF Junior Choir
made their debut and stole the show.
Their singing was immaculate. ESF
Senior Choir produced a power that
belied their relative inexperience and
the various soloists from both Choirs
were superb. Singing in front of so
many people in such a grand venue is
not an easy thing to do and kudos must
go to Adrienne Tang, Caroline Mok,
Matthew Chee, Robert Archer, Re-
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becca Teague, Sze Tung Tung, Caro-
line Zhang and Penny Van De Ven as
well as to Joanne Lao who performed
the violin solo in Schindler's List. ESF
Orchestra played their usual eclectic
repertoire with the highlight being Rit-
ual Fire Dance with Queenie Chan
amazing everyone with her xylophone
solo.

Well done to everyone involved in this
flagship event. @y
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Lion Rock 2007

Th|S year's Lion Rock once again displayed the exciting

musical talent at KGV. A wide variety of styles were on
show, starting with the Korn-influenced Silverline and the
exciting rock’'n’roll of Quarantine. Lion Rock stalwarts
Mythril showed a strong combination of melody and power
while Helyon delivered their usual brand of energetic hard
rock. Bikini Island enthused the crowd with their Muse song
‘Our Time is Running Out’, but the crowning moment was
the performance of last year's winners lllegal Immigrants.
With a slick new set and another Killers song under their
belts they had everyone either singing or jumping (or both).
It was no surprise that

they ended up as this

year's winners as well.

Special mention

should go to Year 9's

Quarantine who ran in

a very close second.

The way these bands

are going Lion Rock

2008 promises to be

better than ever! As

always, all profits went

to the Charity Commit-

tee.

Mr Pritchard &
Mr Wheeler
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Busy Bees at
the Yr 8 Bake-
Sale Swarm!

The canteen quads were swarming with a hungry hive of stu-

dents and staff at lunchtime on Wednesday, 7" of February,
attracted by the aroma of fresh goodies at the Yr 8 Bake Sale. It
was a raging success thanks to the efforts of the teams of Year
8 students, lead by their Tutors and supported by family net-
works who had been in a baking frenzy the previous day. A
whopping $13,033.80 was raised mainly on that day — and also
the following lunchtime when the few remaining snacks were
sold. The total raised was an increase of more than $4,000 over
last year's Bake Sale and our KGV Charities will once again be
the beneficiaries.

Ching Wong, 8J, summarized the event like this: “All of us Yr
8's were excited as we were leaving Period 4 ten minutes early
to set up for the Bake-Sale. Swarms of students rushed into the
guads, looking for cookies, cakes, popcorn, waffles, marshmal-
lows as well as savoury items such as sushi, samosas, curry
and more! There were posters and adverts stuck on the walls,
sellers shouting ‘Come to the 8J stall!” or ‘Muffins for only $5!". It
was fantastic! Some students went as far as letting people pay
to throw plates of cream at their faces. It seemed like everyone
was doing everything to raise money for charity. Even take-
away pizzas arrived and they sold out in 5 minutes flat! | think
that the best selling products were our ‘Krispy Kremes’. Only
half-way through the Bake-Sale they had all sold out! This was
probably the best Bake Sale ever. As the end of lunchtime ap-
proached, we expected that there would be no customers left
and everyone would start packing up but no! The Year 8’s still
kept selling, putting the prices as low as half price. It was a
great day that ended with empty food containers and some full
stomachs plus a healthy profit for Charity.”

Ateeb and Tiffany, 8M,
the Prince and Princess
of cookies!

Sweet and Savoury:
Nicholas Ren, 8N,
(left) and Herbert

Yeung of 8S
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Jason Fung of
the 8E cham-
pion tutor group
that raised over
$2,000!

Thompson and Anusha of 8J
search for sweet-tooths while
Kin and Samuel look on

Diamond Heung, 8J,
whose popcorn machine
popped non-stop!

Norma and Cindy of
8H, looking as sweet
as their lollipops.
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Pedal
Kart
2007

KGV has a long history of Pedal Kart participation,

going back 18 years. This is primarily due to the tremen-
dous effort that Mr Andy Trenamen gave year after year.
He retired from KGV last year but the team spirit he created
lives on. The current team wish him all the best.

The 2007 Pedal Kart was another fantastic event. KGV
was the largest team, fielding five karts. There was a male
staff team, a female staff team, a Y12/13 boys team, a
Y12/13 girls team and the mixed gender fun kart team. In
these five teams we had approximately 70 pedallers. Al-
though the pedallers receive the awards, without the 40
strong support team the event wouldn’t be the success it
was. This group included a pit crew, a media team to record
the event, a sponsorship/charity team and a kart production
team.

Due to the implementation of IB and CAS the Pedal Kart
event will play a major role in allowing a large number of
students to log hours in both the Action and Service ele-
ments of CAS. With the increase in student numbers, more
money is required to fund the event. As always the PTSA
were there to help. Many thanks for their kind donation of
$50,000. This allowed us to continue the development of
the five karts, produce a set of the team t-shirts and for the
logistical running of the event.

KGV won three trophies, Our boys team won the school
race, they are extremely motivated to push themselves to
beat the male staff next year, we’'ll seel!! The girl's team
won a booby prize for the most dramatic crash, one of our
dare devils managed to smash her kart through, that's
through not just into a metal fence. We were also very
proud of Mr Riding, Head of PE, who won the fastest lap
award at 1 minute, 16 seconds.

The real reason for the Pedal Kart is to raise money for
local Hong Kong based charities. KGV have raised over
$43,000, another fantastic achievement.

There are far too many students and staff to thank by name
but they all know who they are. Well done everybody!!!!

Mr Chris Hattam and Mr Mike Draeger
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Inter-school Sailing

Changeover with Rory

On February 3™ & 4", a group of

KGV sailors competed in the Inter-
Schools Regatta at Royal Hong Kong
Yacht Club Middle Island - between
Deep Water Bay and Repulse Bay. The
wind was adequate but gusty at 7- 20
knots and it was certainly warmer than
the year before. Our team consisted of
three crews - Owen Turnbull and Oliver
Barnfather, Peter Austin and Tamsin
Thornburrow, and Rory Ashton and
Harri Turnbull.

The first part of the Inter-School Regatta
involves team racing, where the racing
is one team versus another, as opposed
to fleet racing (the most common form
of racing in sailing), where it is every
boat for themselves. To win, the team
must get a point score below 10 for their
three boats, e.g. 1st, 2nd and 4th places
(1+2+4=7) which can be achieved by
almost any means necessary, but within
certain boundaries. Common tactics
include waiting at the finish line to stop
opposition boats from finishing.

Our first race, early on Saturday morn-
ing, was against French International
School. We were pipped at the post,
because of equipment failure, and an
FIS boat managed to push into 1st
place to leave Owen and Oliver to finish
in 2nd place with Peter and Tamsin
close behind in 3rd place. Throughout
Day 1 our races produced similar re-
sults, but with Owen and Peter and their
crews both achieving 1sts against Tsi-Yi
College and Island School B respec-
tively.

On Day 2 the wind looked to be signifi-
cantly lighter, raising concerns that our
heavy helms might not have the advan-
tage that they had had in the strong
winds of the first day. However, within
half an hour the wind had picked back
up to the levels of the day before and in
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Crew shot of Peter and Tamsin

O-what a crew - Oliver and Owen on the water

our first race against Sha Tin College
we achieved 1st, 2nd and 4th place due
to our team tactics and an unfortunate
capsize by one of the better boats from
Sha Tin. The results on the second day
were better on average with several
firsts and seconds for the team and we
climbed up the table to finish in 7th
place, four points behind West Island
School A.

The second part of the Inter-Schools
Regatta was the Round Middle Island
Race, a fleet race involving one boat
from each team. Peter Austin and Tam-
sin Thornburrow were selected to repre-
sent KGV due to their superior results
on Day 2 and they managed to finish in
4th place, a fantastic achievement when
11 boats were closely vying for the title.
Overall we were very pleased with this
year's 7th place in the team racing and
4th place in the Round the Island Race,
a great improvement on last year, and
are now looking forward to next year's
event.

Overall the event was a great success
due to the time and effort of Mrs Chris
Austin, who ensured that everything
went smoothly; the whole team would

like to thank her for this. We would also
like to thank the numerous parents and
teachers who came to support us and
make sure that there was always some-
one to cheer us on and greet us when
we arrived back from a gruelling race.

With sailing becoming more and more
popular as an activity at KGV we would
like to take this opportunity to remind all
prospective sailors of the Hebe Haven
Yacht Club 24 Hour Charity Dinghy
Race in mid-October. Last year we had
well over a hundred students, parents
and teachers involved and we managed
to raise over $110,000 for charity as
well as achieving 4th place and numer-
ous team awards. Owen Turnbull

Before the start
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Thailand
Geography Trip

After being postponed because of

“political insurrection” in Thailand the
Year 12 Geographers were relieved to
land in Thailand — partly because they
were so looking forward to a week of
Geography fieldwork in the stunning
hills of northern Thailand, but also be-
cause they had survived a landing a
Bangkok’s ill-fated new airport without
delay!

The trip provides students with the op-
portunity to practise fieldwork tech-
nigues and subsequent analysis in
preparation for their Geographical
Skills exam in May. This year, with the
support of the PTSA and in collabora-
tion with Hong Kong University the
group was evaluating the use of PDA
devices. Each student was provided
with a PDA unit for the week on which
they recorded their findings using
spreadsheets, audio notes and pic-
tures.

Students immediately got to work by
dispersing around Chiang Mai and col-
lecting data that would reveal the loca-
tion of the Central Business District.
This work was followed up the next day
and analysed in the makeshift class-
room constructed in the hotel. A visit to
the nightmarket allowed students to
really get a feel for where the money
changes hands in Chiang Mai.

After relocating to the Thai-Burma bor-
der students analysed the downstream
changes in a local river with many of
the students getting first hand experi-
ence after being submerged! Following
research determined the causes of
differing quality of life in nearby hilltribe
villages, students traveling round in the
local songtaews which added a hit of
interest and the odd bruise.

In between analyzing this information
students spent an evening on the
climbing wall and assault course, sav-
ing their biggest cheer for Mrs Hayne’s
Elvis impression on the balance beam
and eventual splashdown in the muddy
pool. Our journey home down the river
was broken up with a stop at an ele-
phant camp and a ride on an elephant
which made the airline seats seem
comfortable later that afternoon.

The group of students were a pleasure
to be with and were a credit to the
school throughout. During the week
they worked long hours with little com-
plaint and will be well prepared for their
exam. In addition their candid re-
sponses to the questions of Dr. Chur-
chill will form the foundation for a year-
long evaluation of the PDA devices
which will potentially bring benefit to
many area of the school.
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London Theatre Trip

KGV Drama students have just returned from a

fabulous week in London. Sixteen students from
Year 11 and 12 were accompanied by Miss Liles and
Mr Wheeler in what was a truly marvellous visit to
some of the world’s most impressive theatre, art,
cinema and television.

Our trip took advantage of every form of London
transport as we visited West End theatres, the 3D
IMAX cinema, the Tate Modern and the Covent Gar-
den Theatre Museum. Our students were exposed
to a wide variety of live performances that ranged
from the superb realism achieved in ‘The Seagull’, to
one of the most frightening promenade performances
any of us have ever experienced in ‘Faust’, per-
formed in a derelict warehouse. We were awe-
inspired by the design aspects of ‘The Coram Boy’ at
the National Theatre and ‘The Taming of the Shrew’
at The Old Vic. It was a privilege for us all to witness
outstanding performances by Jessica Lange in ‘The
Glass Menagerie’, Kristin Scott Thomas in ‘The Sea-
gull’, and Lee Evans in the award winning ‘The Dumb
Waiter'.

Apart from the obligatory river and bus tours, the
shopping and the marches across London from one
venue to the next, our students also received an in-
sight into what goes on behind the scenes in both
theatre and television. We explored backstage at the
National Theatre and then at the Globe for a histori-
cal perspective. Perhaps one of the crowning mo-
ments for some of our students was during our tour
of the BBC centre where the group were given the
opportunity to interact with studio equipment and get
to stand a few metres away from Catherine Tate and
David Tennant.

There is no doubt that our students benefited enor-
mously from our dramatic adventures in London.
They were delightful company and a real credit to the
school. We look forward to our return to London in
the near future.

The Changing of the Guard

Trafalgar Square

The Globe Theatre
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The BBC tour

Chinese New Year celebrations in Soho




German History RS Trip 2007

On the night of Friday the 13" of February (Mr Grady’s

Birthday!) 49 KGV students from year 8-12 and 5 brilliant
KGV teachers went on a educational/cultural/fun trip to Ger-
many. After a long flight we landed in Berlin where we spent
4 days and 3 nights exploring this city’s beautiful sites. We
saw such things as the Brandenburg Gate, the remnants of
the Berlin Wall, the Jewish Holocaust Memorial, the reno-
vated Reichstag and the historic village of Potsdam. We then
traveled by bus to Dresden, a city that was heavily bombed
during the war, and has now been restored to its former
beauty. Next was a short bus ride to Weimar, the highlight

(except for the Chinese Meal) being Buschenwald Concen-
tration Camp. On a cold, wet, cloudy day we found this ex-
ceedingly eerie. We then went to the modern city of Munich
where we visited many famous buildings, museums,
churches and last but not least, designer shops! After 3 days
and 2 nights in Munich (including shopping sprees on the
last 2 days), we sadly had to pack our bags and head back
to Hong Kong. A great trip was had by everybody and many
new friendships were formed.

Victoria Yeh, Jacquline Chan,
Christy Cheung and Krshna Moriani

ESF Educational Services: Sports and English Course s

IS your child interested in learning a new sport or wants to improve in their favourite sport? ESF Educational Services
offers a wide range of sports courses for children of all ages and abilities, including the ever-popular Learn-to-Swim pro-

gramme!

Are you looking for additional English classes for your child? ESF Educational Services provides small group classes with
qualified native-English speaking teachers. There are various courses on offer, each tailoring to the needs of students
aged 3 to 16—including two new courses for secondary students!

To learn more, call 2711 1280 or visit www.esf.org.hk .
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The South East Asia Mathematics
Competition 2007 — Singapore

The top mathematicians from 27 dif-

ferent Asian schools are gathered to-
gether for 2 days in a marathon-load of
math questions. This year, KGV sent
two teams to Singapore: 3 x 23, which
included Oliver, Xiang and Andre, and
KGV Lion, which included James, Mi-
chael and Dorothy.

On behalf of the two teams, | would like
to thank Ms Sawyer for coaching and
overseeing us in this competition. Many
thanks also to Carmen Chan for orga-
nizing our trip to Singapore and to the
PTSA for sponsoring us.

The Competition

The team set off with Ms Sawyer from
Hong Kong on Thursday, 1% of Febru-
ary. We were going to Singapore to
compete in one of the most prestigious
math competitions on offer. Thursday
was uneventful until nightfall, whereby
there was a massive organized paper
airplane throwing contest. Mathemati-
cians from all over Asia ended up de-
signing, folding and launching bits of

paper.

Promptly after the contest, as if to com-

pensate for the previous silliness, we
ended up receiving 10 “Long Term
Questions” which we were supposed to
answer during our stay in Singapore.
However, to those who do not know:
“math geeks are inhumanely attracted
to math problems”; the six of us
skipped dinner in favor of doing math.

Friday morning was kicked off with a
low quality buffet. We were then sent to
Singapore’s United World College for a
morning of math. This included team
questions and individual rounds. Here,
KGV Lion shamelessly utilized tactics
that were balanced precariously on the
edge of breaking the rules (“We must
remember that this is strategy, not
cheating”).

That afternoon was a sightseeing activ-
ity dubbed the Amazing Race and Math
Trail. We went around Singapore, while
also completing a set of math ques-
tions along a trail in Singapore. At night
we toured the Night Safari, which
hosted a large collection of the world’s
nocturnal animals. The experience of
watching rainforest animals, giraffes
and hyenas prowling around the dark
was truly unique.

Saturday was also crammed with ac-
tivities, ranging from additional sections
of the math competition to a large por-
tion of casual math games. We had a
formal Gala dinner that night to present
awards and also for an inspiring
speech from a Canadian mathemati-
cian, Ron Lancaster. He was a man
who took mathematics and applied it to
real life, whether it was tricks with a
pack of cards or with human architec-
ture (he used the term “beautiful” to
describe things which incorporated
math no less than 200 times). At the
formal Gala dinner, we were presented
with a spectacular buffet and awards
were given out.

The event was extremely fun and en-
joyable — not at all like your stereotypi-
cal Mathematics competition. We even
got to see a new city.

In the end, both 3 x 23 and KGV Lion
got impressive team rankings, with
KGV Lion at 7™ place and 3 x 23 com-
ing first, with Oliver Huang winning the
individual competition too. KGV took
home the Warry Cup for the second
consecutive year.

Dorothy Yang on behalf of the KGV
SEAMC Teams

Accident Procedures
in School

As a school we are always reviewing

different procedures that we have in place.
Currently, | am reviewing the procedures
we have in place when students have
accidents in school and need medical
attention. If you have comments to make
about how the school has dealt with any of
these incidents, | would be grateful if you
could email these to me by end of term

Reminder of
Professional Development Day

Monday 16™ April is a professional development day for the staff at KGV

School. This has been detailed in the student diary and means that school
is closed for students on that day.

Students Leaving KGV

(aedwards@kgv.edu.hk). Comments
might include ways of being informed
about the accident, arrangements for stu-
dents going to hospital or any other matter
relating to accidents in school.

Arnett Edwards, Deputy Principal

If you know that your son and daughter will be unfortunately leaving KGV,

the school appreciates being informed about this matter as early as possi-
ble. It helps the school with forward planning both in terms of numbers
and also in assisting with the transition arrangements between your child
and the new school. Please write a letter to the school, addressed to the
Principal, which will then be passed to the relevant School Administrator (ie
Junior, Middle or Senior) and to ESF Centre. Your assistance in this mat-
ter would be appreciated. Arnett Edwards, Deputy Principal
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Design & Technology:
Resistant Materials

KGV introduced a new course for

GCSE which specializes in designing
and making products from woods, met-
als and plastics. The aim of the course
is to develop awareness of manufactur-
ing products commercially and produce
a working product of your own which
enhances peoples lifestyles in a mod-
ern era. Whether it be a product that
makes a task easier, such as a tennis
ball retriever or a product that looks
better (aesthetic) such as the radio
design concepts.

Clare Soullier of C4 recently completed
a GCSE in Resistant Materials and
says;

So why take Resistant Materials?

Well firstly its great fun being a change
from most of your usual desk subjects
such as maths and science. The les-
sons are often hands on and allow you
to be creative. If you study it for As or A
level then you can choose what exactly
you make and get to keep it when it is
finished. The folio work joins with the
theory you learn about different types
of machines, materials and production.
It is interesting as the work is mostly
from scratch and very personal, what
you like and want. You get to see what

fellow students make which gives you
ideas and can be motivating. Don’t
forget it's not just a male subject and
that anyone can do it. The reason | like
it is because whilst making my project it
requires different practical skills.

Ross Jamison; radio

Clare Soullier; hamster cage

Yash Gangual:

tennis ball
retriever
Catherine Chen;
educational toy
Colin Yung;
chess set

Exceeding the Recommended Dosage

KGV Senior School is celebrating

a 100% success rate in terms of Year
12 students who applied to read Medi-
cine at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong under the Early Admission
Scheme (EAS). Jane So (N3) and
Shirley Wong (N3) have both been
awarded places on the Bachelor of
Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery pro-
gramme after overcoming stiff competi-
tion from 131 local and international
applicants. Tania Ng (R1) and Bonnie
Ling (C1) have also been awarded
places for Biochemistry and Food and
Nutrition at CUHK, respectively.

Established by the University Grants
Committee (UGC) in 2001, the EAS

Scheme aims at providing flexibility for
Secondary Six or equivalent students
with outstanding academic perform-
ance to be admitted onto undergradu-
ate degree programmes without sitting
the traditional GCE A Level examina-
tions. To be eligible for admission un-
der the Scheme, applicants need to be
current Year 12 students who have
obtained between 5 and 8 GCSEs at
Grade A* plus other GCSEs at Grade
A. Currently, there are three universi-
ties: University of Hong Kong (HKU),
the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) and the Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology (HKUST)
participating in the Scheme. The selec-
tion process is highly competitive and

involves applicants attending an inter-
view at the university conducted by
Faculty staff. During the 15-20 minute
interview, applicants are expected to
demonstrate strong analytical and in-
terpersonal skills. To prepare for their
interviews, Jane and Shirley along with
another 8 EAS applicants underwent
intensive interview training developed
by the Careers and Tertiary Education
Team. The training sessions focused
on developing confidence in non-verbal
and verbal communication as well as
the presentation of balanced and well-
supported responses to the questions
asked.

Congratulations to both girls on this
fantastic achievement .
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On Wednesday 31 January and

Thursday 1% February KGV Art depart-
ment invited Hong Kong artist Sara
Tse into its ceramic studio to work with
the Y8 students on their Narrative
Vessel Project . The Narrative Vessel
project is an opportunity for students to
work in clay and make a ceramic ves-
sel based on a popular story. Each
class had a different story and students
have been encouraged to develop their
own response to the theme.

Sara Tse
Artist in Residence

Page 15

working and demonstrating with our Y8

students.

Sara worked on the traditional Chinese
story of the white and green snakes
that turn themselves into beautiful
women. One of the snakes falls in love
with a man and the snakes use their
magic powers to lead a normal life as
people, however, it all ends tragically
when the snake ladies are discovered!

Sara who works in porcelain made a
series of small sculptural teapots with
lids that illustrated aspects of the story.
Here are some photographs of Sara

KGV Chess

This term, on the 10™ and 11" of February, KGV entered a

team of five in the 2007 Hong Kong Interschool Team Chess
Championships. In spite of having one of the stronger teams
in the territory, KGV have finished third for the past four
years. This year the team was hungry for success: a last
hurrah for outgoing captain Brian Shin (board 3). Undoubt-
edly, the other team members, Melvin Yu (board 1), Marco
Yu (board 2), James Lo (board 4) and Mark Law (reserve)
felt the same way.

KGV began strongly with a 4-0 whitewashing of hewcomers
Korean International School. The boys from KGV then con-
vincingly beat West Island A 3-1, with Melvin surprisingly
dropping the lone point for KGV. Against South Island A,
KGV returned to demolition mode, completely demoralizing
their young team of four year 7s 4-0. Next to be crushed was
mighty Shatin College A: we rounded off our first day nicely
by running out 3-1 winners, with Melvin unfortunately losing
his second game of the tournament.

Going into the second day at the top of the standings with a
14-2 game count and a perfect match record, KGV faced
their other main rivals, Wah Yan HK, and again came out 3-1
winners, with Melvin and Brian drawing their games. In the
penultimate round, KGV continued their impressive winning
streak with only Brian unlucky to lose his game against
Shatin College B.

The last round of the Interschool Chess Tournament is tradi-
tionally an easy one for the strong teams, and this year it
was no different with the rampant KGV team sending captain

left to right: Jackson Li (present of the Hong Kong Chess Federation),
Marco Yu, Mark Law, James Lo, Brian Shin (captain), Melvin Yu, Ms.
Ho Yin-ping (Tournament Director)

Brian off on a high note with a 4-0 triumph over Island
School.

With a 24-4 final score and 100% match record, the result
was never in doubt as KGV were crowned 2007 Hong Kong
Interschool Chess Champions. Congratulations must go of
course to all team members, who played a staggering com-
bined 56 hours of chess over two days, but also personally
to Brian and James, won 2" place board prizes with scores
of 5.5/7 and 5/5 respectively, and to Marco, who scored an
impressive 7/7 to place 1* on his board.

Thanks must also go to Mr. Mclintyre for his dedication, sup-
port and administration of the chess club this year.
Brian Shin
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Healthy Eating at KGV

Last term a group of staff, students

and parents started to look at Healthy
Eating at KGV. An obvious focus of
discussion has been the food sold in
the canteen, PTSA shop and vending
machines, but we have also asked
questions to do with packaging, how
we pay for our food, and when and
where we eat our food.

The group is exploring many issues,
examples of which are listed here.

What do we eat on special days,
like the swimming gala and the Kar-
nival?

How much water do we drink during
the day?

Can we drink water in our lessons?

Should we make special arrange-
ments when the weather is very
hot?

Would a cashless system be better?

Do we eat our food at the right
times of day?

Suitable foods for meals
Suitable foods for snacks

Foods which reflect the cultural di-
versity of our community

Quality of ingredients

Variety and quantity of fresh fruit or
fruit salad

Variety and quantity of salads

Healthy drinks e.g.
Water
Milk
Smoothies
Fruit juice

Healthy snacks

The environment — how can we
improve our eating/dining areas?

Eco-friendly packaging

Many in the KGV community already
eat well and know a great deal about
good nutrition and healthy eating hab-
its. Last March, all Y7 students spent a
whole day looking at Heath and Fit-
ness. Recently some students have
had wonderful, informative work about
food and health displayed along the
corridors and in the foyer, and some
older students have appeared in the
Sunday Post.

The Healthy Eating group has asked
for suggestions and opinions from
these students, and everyone else in
the KGV community. We have recently
asked all students and teaching staff to
complete an online questionnaire, and
we are currently seeking the views of
non-teaching staff and parents. We are
in the process of finalising the canteen
contract for next year, and look forward
to working with the successful com-
pany to achieve the best possible food
provision — food that is tasty and

healthy and nutritious, and at the right
price.

Healthy Eating Working Group:

Co chairs
Judie Hill & Colleen Melvin

Teacher representatives
lan Baker
Hugh Brown
Mel Walton

Student representatives
Pippa Cresswell
Kelly Smith
Ben Chan
Sherman Hung

Parent representatives
Krissie Rutherford
Philoria Ng
Naresh Khiatani
Jane Gilman
Merrian Howe
Yvonne Freeman

PTSA representative
Cath Modini

We are also grateful for advice and
help from Dr Wynnie Chan
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EDEN Adds Colour to KGV Grounds

KGV GARDEN OF
EDEN UPDATE: 80%
of the transformation of
KGV planted areas is
completed. Watch for
full report in next news-
letter. Meanwhile, en-
joy the beauty around
you. These images all
taken at KGV within 20
minutes on 02.03.07.
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Before deciding to join Roots and Shoots, several

The Roots and Shoots ...every individual students along with Mrs. Angwin went to a lecture

makes a difference”
program is founded by Dr. Jane Goodall

Jane Goodall and especially

given by Dr. Jane Goodall herself. Being a truly

inspirational woman, she outlined the importance of

individuals. “Every individual matters, every individual has a role to play, every individual

targets young people, in the makes a difference.” Many believe that the problems in this world are growing bigger

hope that they will conserve  ang more out of control. They believe that nothing can be done and often would not try.
and improve the environment We believe in the Roots and Shoots philosophy, that anyone can make a difference.
in the future. Roots and Even if the difference is tiny, every seed of effort counts.

Shoots is composed of three

main sections: Environment,

Animals and Human commu-

nity. Our projects are aimed

to improve the issues in least

one of these topics. More

importantly,  projects are

100% decided by students

and since Roots and Shoots

is known internationally, ideas

are often shared around the

globe.
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To prove our dedication to Roots and Shoots, a party of 14
was established to join R&S in a beach clean on Mui Wo,
Lantau Island. We might have not made the beach pure
and devoid of trash, but we made a difference. Plastic,
bottles, shards of glass, batteries, a dinosaur! (look below)
and more... were eliminated from the beach. Clearly, from
the photos, it is still possible to have some ‘good clean fun’.
Help us make the world a better place for the future, do a
small act for the environment at least once a day.

Junior EDEN, now part of the Roots and Shoots program,
now meets Friday lunchtimes. So come along! That in-
cludes everyone, not only Years 7 & 8. Protect, preserve
and have fun!!!

DID YOU KNOW? WHAT CAN YOU DO?

- If you are on a beach and the bin is full , don't just
80% of marine rubbish comes from the land? leave your rubbish there! Take it with you so it

Rubbish that we throw out. doesn’t float out to sea !

- Before you go on day out at sea, try to reduce the
amount of rubbish you are likely to create by tak-
ing out extra packaging .

In Hong Kong, candles are the 11" most com-
mon found piece of marine rubbish, suggesting

that many people discard candles during the
Mid Autumn festival - GO CLEAN A BEACH!!

There are 7 million inhabitants in Hong Kon
g g In the 2005 International Coastal Cleanup, 1286

and together, we produce 2.1 million metric :
_ HK volunteers collected 8.1 metric tones of gar-
tonnes (equal to the weight of about 110, 000 bage from 26.7km of coastline, showing that in-

double decker buses) of rubbish every year! dividuals CAN make a differencell!

For more information on Roots and Shoots, visit www.rootsandshoots.org
For more information on EDEN, visit http://www.kgv.edu.hk/eden/ _ site under redevelopment.
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The ESF Diploma is an umbrella

term describing the four strands of
Post 16 education available at ESF
schools. The ESF Diploma is made
up of four components from which
students choose the most appropri-
ate pathway to best meet their fu-
ture career choices, learning styles
and levels of ability. The four
strands are the Foundation Di-
ploma, the Intermediate Diploma,
the Advanced Diploma and the IB
Diploma.

In 2007 KGV will offer the Founda-
tion Diploma, the Advanced Di-
ploma and the IB Diploma.

The Advanced Diploma

We are very pleased to be running
the Advanced Diploma here at
KGV. It offers an educationally
sound, experiential, fully accredited
program for those students who
choose not to follow the IB route.

Overview of the Program

Students studying the Advanced
Diploma have the opportunity to
explore career orientated, applied
learning opportunities based on
practical local community related
projects. They can choose from
four Applied A levels: Leisure Stud-
ies, Media, Art and Design or Ap-
plied Business. Students can also
choose an IB course either at Stan-
dard or Higher Level thus having
access to a wide range of educa-
tional opportunities.

In addition, they consolidate their
Numeracy and Literacy skills as
well as accessing specialist input
from support and ICT staff with les-
sons designed to consolidate the
skills needed for coursework.

The ESF Diploma

The Advanced Diploma

School Readiness

The Advanced Diploma teachers
attended a workshop earlier this
term on Applied Learning where
they worked with professionals out-
side of teaching to learn more
about what prospective employers
were looking for from young people

entering the work place. We are
also working very closely with ESF
to look for suitable work place-
ments and finding creative ways to
timetable these opportunities.

For more details please contact
either Mr. Arnett Edwards or Ms.
Carol Saunders.
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Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

What is Theory of Knowledge
(ToK)?

ToK is an inter-disciplinary course that
challenges students to reflect critically
on the ways in which we acquire and
(mis-) use knowledge. ToK is central
to the educational philosophy of the IB
and compulsory for IB and ESF Ad-
vanced diploma students.

Questions are the essence of ToK, and
the discussion-based ToK forum draws
on the perspectives and methodologies
of the six IB academic areas to explore
three main ones: How do | know?
What are my reasons for knowing X?
What are the strengths and limitations
of my reasons for knowing X? Through
a focused process of enquiry, students
examine preconceptions, evaluate be-
lief and knowledge claims, and analyse
possible consequences. By analysing
knowledge critically, creatively, and
practically, ToK students become
aware of its interpretative nature, come
to recognise the responsibilities that
come from knowing and knowledge,
and develop a better understanding of
their values and themselves as indi-
viduals.

In this way, the ToK course is a journey
of discovery — for both students and
teachers alike — that gets its travellers
to develop the tools to interpret every-
day experience and make decisions
through “balanced skepticism” (Alchin,
2004) — i.e. 1) things are not always
what they seem to be, so we must ex-
amine and analyse; 2) certainty is very
difficult to come by; and 3) though
many standards are defensible, many
are not. Through balanced skepticism,
ToK students are encouraged to con-
sider several positions, acknowledging
the strengths and limitations of individ-
ual and cultural perspectives, in par-
ticular, and justify what is the most rea-
sonable standpoint to take for a given
situation.

What have we been doing at KGV
to prepare for ToK?

The current Year 11 students have had
two ToK tasters to date. In June 2006,
they explored the nature of truth by
examining two sides to the global
warming issue. Then, as part of their
IB Awareness Week in November
2006, the students participated in a
cultural “Rorschach” Test, which got
them to examine some hidden assump-
tions in our use of language; to explore
the relationship of these assumptions
with the social power structure; and to
discuss how hidden assumptions affect
our construction of knowledge.
Through these ToK tasters, the stu-
dents came to appreciate how all lan-
guage is value-laden — i.e. the labels
we use that purport to be objective and
descriptive are in fact subjective value
judgements; and that this shapes im-
portantly our beliefs about ourselves
and the world.

To date, ten teachers have participated
in a Level 1 ToK workshop. An addi-
tional 15 teachers will be doing so in
May 2007, which will bring to over 30
the number of KGV teachers who will
have been ToK trained. Given that
ToK is best taught from within individ-
ual subject areas, the in-house exper-
tise in place should mean that a large
number of students across the curricu-
lum will be applying ToK principles in
their lessons; this will complement the
discrete teaching of ToK to Year 12
and 13 students.

In addition, a curriculum review of Key
stage 3 and 4 will be undertaken in
Term 1l to identify where ToK content,
principles, and processes can be read-
ily integrated and developed within all
subjects, if they are not already embed-
ded in our current practice.

What will KGV’'s ToK programme
look like?

A ToK programme team of 15 teachers
will be responsible for the 100-hour
ToK course at KGV. Each teacher will
oversee their own ToK class of about
15 students, which will meet twice per
cycle starting in October 2007.
Classes will begin by getting students
to self-reflect on themselves as know-
ers. Students will then explore ToK’s
four Ways of Knowing (i.e. language,
reason, emotion, perception), before
journeying through ToK'’s six Areas of
Knowledge (i.e. Mathematics, Natural
Science, Human Science, History, Eth-
ics, Art) to explore ‘objective’ to
‘subjective’ knowledge and understand-
ing. In addition to actively participating
in the regular ToK class work, students
will also be expected to attend eight
after-school screenings of selected
movies/documentaries to deepen their
understanding of ToK knowledge is-
sues.

Students will undergo the ToK internal
assessment (a 10-minute oral presen-
tation demonstrating the application of
ToK thinking skills to a concrete and
contemporary knowledge issue) at the
end of Year 12; practise oral presenta-
tions, which will take place throughout
the course, and the discussion-based
seminar format of ToK classes, will
give students the opportunity to hone
the requisite skills. By October half-
term of Year 13, students will complete
the ToK course by submitting the exter-
nal assessment: a 1,200 to 1,600-word
essay (selected from ten prescribed
titles by the IBO) that analyses a spe-
cific knowledge issue, makes connec-
tions between personal experience,
ways and areas of knowledge, and
demonstrates an understanding of
knowledge at work in the world.

If you have any questions about ToK
and/or the ToK programme at KGV,
please feel free to contact Eric Jabal
(jabalel@kgv.edu.hk)
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10% - “Less is More” When It Comes To Energy Saving!

With the scientific community now almost unanimously
acknowledging that climate change is caused by human
activity, it is important that we play our part to reduce our
demand for energy.

KGV has seen large increases in the school’'s power usage
over the last 5 years. In order to reverse this trend and to
do our bit for the environment, the Eden group and the Ge-
ography Department have set up an exciting and ambitious
project to save 10% from the school electricity bill. Last year
our bill was a whopping 1.5 million Hong Kong Dollars!

Mr Wickins has generously promised that if we meet our
target of 10% over the next year then the money saved will
be used for the benefit of all KGV students. This adds up to
over 150, 000 dollars for the school. The students will also
decide how that money is spent.

As a result, The 10% Project has been launched. Many
students at the school are now busy turning off lights at
breaks and lunchtimes and replacing air conditioning with
fans in a fantastic whole-school effort. Led by a team in
year 11, a dedicated group of hard working students in
years 8, 11 and 12 are promoting the campaign. The team
is working on producing badges, posters, plasma screen
displays, wall displays, videos and screen savers. Teachers
are also getting involved with the ‘Teacher Challenge’ which
will take place every 2 months if the school manages to hit
our target. Keep an eye on the website to see if we reduce
the bill by 10% for the first two months of this year.

The 10% group would also encourage the KGV community
to keep up such energy saving habits at home so that we
are all playing our part in reducing unsustainable energy
bills and help prevent global warming.

KGV Continue to Impress at
Hong Kong Model United
Nations 2007

KGV students once again played important roles in the

various debates at the Hong Kong Model United Nations,
held at West Island School on Friday 2" and Saturday 3™
March. Representing the countries of Germany and Paki-
stan, as well as various members of the Press Corps and
Journalism teams, KGV students showed why they are
viewed as Model United Nations stalwarts.

21 of the top schools in Hong Kong represented various
United Nations countries, and debated issues such as
Global Warming, The Rights of Enemy Combatants and the
Middle East. Both KGV delegations distinguished them-

selves admirably. Their attention to detail and passionate
enthusiasm kept them at the hearts of the various debates.

Both Germany and Pakistan were named as top delega-
tions for the event, and Gary Yan (Germany) and Lucy
Demery (Pakistan) were given Outstanding Speaker
awards. For Lucy, this was the second year running that
she received this award. Special mention must also go to
Nancy Liu for the pivotal part she played in producing an
excellent HKMUN magazine. Also a big thank you for the
last-minute (yet completely appreciated and crucial') advice
and guidance given by Ben Wickins.  Geoff Wheeler

Participants this year were as follows:

Germany Delegation : Glenn Cox, Xiang Ding, James
Huang, Yaowen Ma, Owen Turnbull & Gary Yan

Pakistan Delegation : Ben Buckley, Ushashi Dasgupta,
Lucy Demery, Sahil Gupta, Priscilla Lee & Celia Zhang.
Press Corps and Journalists : Prateek Agarwal, Venessa
Chan, Caren Chu, Nancy Liu, Victor Mak, Gary Neale &
Tina Tang.
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This year's Karnival - KGViva! - is very spe-
cial as the students have been very pro-active
in the organisation of the event which is an-
other good reason to support the school by
coming to the Karnival. KGViva! opens
at 1pm with a Lion Dance and will finish at 7
pm with a Ceilidh (music, song and dance for
everyone - great fun) from 5.30 pm onwards.
Besides a Lucky Draw with magnificent prizes
(tickets will be available on the day, but just in
case it's advisable to buy them in advance_
there will be rugby, football and cricket activi-
ties, music of all kinds, dance, a fashion show,
games, activities, entertainment, wonderful
international food, shopping with a wide vari-
ety of goods available, including the famous
KGV White Elephant Stall and Secondhand
Book Stall. The whole school will be buzzing.
Fun for the whole family! Please support the
students and the school and have fun while
doing so. Further information can be found on
a separate sheet but did you know...

Haunted KGV - Haunted KGV is one of the
four main themes of KGVival Haunted KGV
throws the spotlight on to the ever-popular
and much loved Karnival Haunted House
which has expanded this year into a full
drama studio using all the technical effects of
lighting and sound. There will also be a vari-
ety of themed student stalls spread around
this area for your enjoyment.

Wild Wild West - “Leather boots, Revolvers,
Shiny Star-shaped Sheriff badge”, these are
some of the images for generations Hollywood
has created. Have you ever imagined your-
self the hero who saved the governor's
daughter from the baddies? You appear, rid-
ing on a horse stopping in the path of the evil
dudes. It's a face-offf The sun is setting,
strong winds blow a nearby casket, and sus-
pense is drawn down the boulevard of the
main street. Both sides hasten to grab for their
revolvers (which just happen to be loaded)
and shoots. Despite the deluge of shells you
dodge each and every one like Neo in the
Matrix and every shot you make makes its
mark. They hit the deck; you save the daugh-
ter, you're the hero and glory is rained upon
you from the town. The perfect dream, have
you already forgotten it?

Wild Wild West has planned many entertain-
ing yet challenging activities for all you cow-
boys and cowgirls. Prove you are the top

Diary Dates
24th March 2007
30th March 2007
17th April 2007

Karnival

New term starts
for students

10th May 2007 Colours Afternoon

Last day of term (half day)
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shooter in town by taking down targets at ob-
scure angles or show your energy and tough-
ness by challenging the obstacles in rough
sack mania. We are hopeful that there may
even be pony rides for those of you who
would like to get close to a cowboy’s best
friend and many more fun and enjoyable ex-
periences. Be there to experience the free
and intangible cowboy life and remember
Woody is always watching!

Glitz and Glamour - Pose. Beauty. Romance.
Enter the world of fashion and elegance and
where you can also guarantee your very own
spot in the limelight. Experience what it is like
to be a celebrity. Put on a dab of make up and
perhaps indulge in a magical candlelight din-
ner with your lover or best friend. Or fancy a
visit to the wild side, visit our amazing stalls
and witness the most extravagant fashion
show ever (special charity events will be in-
cluded). Come join us and make sure not to
miss this fantastic opportunity!

Land Ahoy — Aarrgh me hearties. Why not
dive into the watery world of all things
aquatic. Play ‘Choke your Pirate” or dominate
in the ‘Water Fight'. We are currently negoti-
ating for an amazing and awesome skate-
boarding display by international and profes-
sional well known skateboarders. Stay
tuned...

Acknowledgement : We thank the
PTSA for supporting the production of
our Newsletters.

Recycling at KGV . When you have
finished reading this newsletter please
remember to recycle it. At KGV we
recycle paper, cardboard, aluminium
cans, plastic bottles, printer cartridges
and CD/VCD/DVDs.




